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PREFACE 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Health  Department, 
Bank  House, 
COLNE. 


Dear  Sir, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  ray  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1956,  and  the  nineteenth  since  I have  been  your  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  our  Vital  Statistics  are  good, 
and  comparable  with  those  of  the  country  as  a whole.  The 
Maternal  Mortality  Rate  is  nil. 

During  the  year  we  had  only  one  outbreak  of  Infectious 
disease  which  merits  comment.  This  was  an  outbreak  of  bacillary 
dysentery  which  occurred  at  the  end  of  Spring.  I have  referred 
in  detail  to  this  outbreak  in  the  section  on  the  Prevalence  of, 
and  Control  over, inf ectious  and  Other  Diseases. 

We  do,  in  this  area,  advocate  that  the  public  avail 
themselves  of  all  tried  and  proven  methods  of  protection  against 
infectious  disease,  and  offer  vaccination  and  immunisation  to 
them  against  a lot  of  diseases.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  even 
in  this  enlightened  era,  so  many  people  refuse  to  liave  their 
families  safeguarded  against  these  diseases. 

Once  again,  I should  like  to  record  how  conscious  the  Local 
Authority  is  of  the  need  for  the  care  and  attention  to  our  aged 
folk.  The  Voluntary  Scheme  started  in  1955  has  been  of  great 
assistance  to  these  people.  The  provision  of  centres  where  they 
can  meet  for  recreation  has  given  many  of  these  people,  one  might 
say,  a new  interest  In  llfeo  The  Authority  is  doing  all  It  can 
to  extend  the  facilities  for  the  care  and  attention  of  the  older 
members  of  our  community.  This  work  is  deserving  of  the  assistance 
of  all  /Aio  can  help. 

I am  grateful  to  many  of  my  colleagues  for  the  information 
concerning  their  departments  included  in  this  report,  and  to  the 
Members  of  the  Health  Committee  and  my  staff  for  their  help  and 
co-operation  during  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  E.  ROBINSON 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

The  Borough  of  Colne  is  well  situated,  healthy  and  in 
excellent  natural  surroundings.  It  is  600  ft.  to  800  ft. 
above  sea  level.  There  is  good  natural  drainage  and  a 
plentiful  water  supply. 

The  textile  industry  absorbs  approximately  one-half 
of  the  Insured  workers  over  the  age  of  15.  The  other  main 
industries  are  engineering,  building  and  civil  engineering, 
agriculture,  plastics,  leather,  transport,  professional  services, 
distributive  and  miscellaneous. 

The  year  witnessed  some  short-time  working  in  the  textile 
industry,  and  there  were  extended  stoppages  at  the  Whitsun, 
September  and  Christmas  holiday  periods.  Residual  unemployment 
remained  low,  being  confined  mainly  to  elderly  and  disabled 
workers.  The  main  demands  were  for  experienced  agricultural 
workers  and  skilled  weavers  and  engineers.  Thirty-six  men 
and  27  wcmen  were  on  the  unemployed  register  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  including  U men  and  7 wcxnen  temporarily  unemployed. 


STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1956 

Area  ( in  acres)  

Population  

No.  of  Inhabited  houses  end  of  1956,  according  to 

Rate  Book 


5.939 

20,010 

7,088 


Rateable  Value  

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  . . 


£207,087 

£780 
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RAINFALL 

Rainfall  was  recorded  by  a Dines  Tilting  Syphon  Rain 
Gauge  which  was  installed  at  Judge  Fields  on  the  12th  Sept. 
1947,  and  by  a Bucket  Rain  Gauge  (diameter  of  funnel; 

5 inches)  which  was  moved  from  the  Cemetery  to  Judge  Fields 
on  the  1st  October,  1947. 

The  height  of  the  rain  gauge  site  above  sea  level  is  558.55  ft. 
The  top  of  the  bucket  gauge  is  1 foot  above  ground  level. 

Site  Position  - Latitude  53*  51'  41"  N.  Longitude  2*  10'  40"  W. 

Inches 

Average  Annual  Rainfall  1901-1956  39.65 


SUM11ARY  OF  RAINFALL  FOR  1956 


Month 

Depth  in 

inches 

No.  of  days 

on  which  rain 

fell 

January 

• • 

4.43 

27 

February 

• • 

1.57 

17 

March 

• « 

2.01 

11 

April 

• « 

3.32 

17 

May 

• • 

2.19 

14 

June 

• • 

2.52 

22 

July 

« • 

5.16 

20 

August 

• • 

9.50 

27 

September 

• • 

4.02 

16 

October 

• • 

2.76 

19 

November 

• 0 

1.71 

11 

December 

• • 

4.83 

26 

Total  . . 

44.07 

227 

Monthly  average  3.67  inches. 


Heaviest  rainfall  for  one 
month, 

August,  9.50  inches. 

Heaviest  rainfall  for  one 

day, 

1st  August,  1.42  inches. 

Lowest  rainfall  for  one 
month, 

February,  1.57  inches. 


TEMPERATURE 


T.iermometer  moved  from  Cemetery  to  Judge  Fields,  1st  October,  1947. 


Highest  Temperature,  1935-56:  l6th  August,  1947  ••  95*F. 
Lowest  Temperature,  1935-56:  20th  January,  1940  ..  5‘’f. 

Maximum  Temperature,  1956:  11th  June  78*F. 

Minimum  Temperature,  1956:  1st  February  10*F, 


This  infonnatlon  has  been  supplied  by  the  Borough  Engineer. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

FOR  THE  YEAR  19^ 


Live  Births 


(legitimate  k 


Birth  Rate  per 
thousand  of  the 
estimated  resident 


Total 

Male 

Female 

population 

(Legitimate  263 

127 

136 

i lk.2 

(Illegitimate  21 

10 

11 

Totals  28k 

137 

li47 

Rate  per  1,000 

total  (live  & 

Total 

Male 

Female 

still)  births. 

Ik 


Totals 


3 
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Death  Rate  per 
tlvousand  of  the  estimatedd 


resident  population 

Deaths  296  152  1^*4  » 1^.8 

i 1956  adjusted  birth-rate(ccHnparability  factor, I.08)  = 15.3 

per  1,000 

X 1956  **  death-rate(  " " 0.97)  » lii.3 

per  1,000 


Maternal  mortality;- 

Deaths  from  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  Nil 

Mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still) births  - 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age:- 

Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate  3 5 3 

Illegitimate  .... 

Totals  8 53 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age:- 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  28 


Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  30 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  blrths-Nil 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  I|  weeks  of  age:- 

Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate  7 U 3 

Illegitimate  ..  .. 

Totals  7 k J> 

Neo-natal  mortality:-  =»a=====*==============^^ 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  k weeks  of  age  7 

Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  25 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1956 
(Registrar  General's  Official  Returns,  1956) 


. All  Causes  296  “ Males  152,  Females  1L4. 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

1 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

1 

- 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other  

- 

- 

3 

Syphilitic  disease  

2 

- 

U 

Diphtheria  

- 

- 

5 

Whooping  Cough  

1 

- 

6 

Meningococcal  infections 

- 

7 

Acute  polianyel  itls 

8 

Measles  

— 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- 

— 

10 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach  

5 

6 

11 

Malignant  Neoplaism,  lung,  bronchus 

5 

1 

12 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast  .. 

2 

13 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus  .. 

•• 

5 

Ik 

Other  malignant  and  l^/inphatic  neoplasms 

16 

8 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemla  .. 

1 

1 

16 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

21 

26 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

30 

19 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

n 

20 

21 

Other  heart  disease 

••  ••  ••  •• 

Other  circulatory  disease 

17 

35 

1, 

22 

Influenza 

4 

23 

Pneumonia 

1 

2k 

Bronchitis 

2 

k 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

17 

3 

8 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis,  and  diarrhoea 

1 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

Congenital  malformations 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases** 

1 

15 

1 

C 

33 

'lotor  vehicle  accidents 

j 

34 

Ail  other  accidents 

1 

2 

35 

suicide  ..  

2 

5 

36 

lomiclde  and  operations  of  war 

* • • • • 

1 

2 

— 

— -■ — 

152 

144 

BIRTH  and  DEATH-RATES,  and  i\NALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  during  the  year  1956. 
(Provisional  figures  based  on  Registrar-General's  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns) 
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Maternal  Mortality 

Rate  per  1,000 
total  (live  & still) 

Births 

Nil 

0.56 

uoiaaoqe  oa  ana 

Nil 

0.10 

(uonuoqB 

Suipnioxa ) 
sasnBo 

Nil 

1 

O.kb 

Rate  per 
1,000  Live 

Births 

vCqimuow 

laaeu-oaM 

m r^ 

CM  rH 

I leq jow 

quBjui 

oo  -d- 

(M  OvJ 

Annual  Death-Rate  per 
1,000  Population 

(J9Uao) 

jaouBo 

2.20 

1.67 

(snqouojg  3unn] 
jaouBo 

O r-t 

-d" 

e • 

o o 

(jCjoaajjdsaj-uoN] 
Si  soinojaqnj, 

Nil 

0.01 

(jfjoqsjidsay) 

sisoinojaqnx 

0.05 

0.11 

sasnso  tTV 

• 

r-l 

rH  rH 

Birth- 

Rate 

per  1,000 
Population 

sqqJTa-ITI^S 

o «3 

C\J  ^ 

. -d-  . 

O'-*  O C\J 

sqqJTg  aAiq 

15.3 

15.7 

1 

COLNE  

(Estimated  nome  population 
mld-1956  - 20,010) 

ENGLAND  AND  WALES  . . 
(Estimated  home  population 
m id-1956  - 1+4,667,000) 

(a)  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 
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I N F A N T mortality 


1956,  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  One 
Year  of  age.  Compiled  from  the  Official  Registrations, 


Causes  of  Death 

1 

Under  1 week 

1 

1-2  weeks  j 

Ui 

0) 

Ol 

S 

1 

CM 

CO 

a> 

<u 

5 

! 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

4 weeks  and  under 

5 months 

1 3 months  and 

1 under  6 months 

6 months  and 

under  9 months 

9 months  and 

under  12  months 

Total  deaths 

under  1 year 

All  Causes;- 

7 

- 

- 

- 

7 

- 

1 

- 

- 

8 

Atelectasis 

1 

<li. 

1 

... 

1 

Cau'diac  Failure-Pertussis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

I ntra -Cranial  Haemorrhage 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Prematurity 

3 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Spina  Difida 

1 

— 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

The  Infant  Mortality  figure  for  1956  is  28  per  1,000  live 
births.  This  is  a decrease  of  3 per  1,000  on  the  figure  for 
1955  and  is  k per  l,0u0  more  than  the  rate  for  the  country  as 
a whole 


vital S . TATIS  TICS 

BIRTHS  - 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  during  the  year  was 
2Sk.  Of  these,  137  were  males  and  14?  females.  The  birth 
rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  is  14,2  and  Is  an  increase 
of  1.3  on  the  previous  year,  and  is  0,7  more  than  the  average 
for  the  past  five  years.  The  adjusted  birth-rate  is  15. 3 . 
per  1.000,  the  comparability  factor  being  1,08. 

STILL  BIRTHS  - 

The  still-birth  rate  is  0.17  per  thousand  of  the 
population  below  that  of  the  country  as  a whole. 
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DEATHS  - 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  was  296,  of  which  152 
were  males  and  Ikk  females.  The  death-rate  is  14.3  per 
1,000  of  the  estimated  population,  representing  a decrease 
of  1.7  on  the  previous  year,  and  is  0.9  less  than  the 
average  for  the  past  5 years.  The  adjusted  death-rate  is 
14.3  per  1,000,  the  comparability  factor  being  0.97. 


CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS  AND  DEATH 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1956 


Heart  diseases,  diseases  of  the  vessels  and  cancer  were 
again  the  principal  causes  of  death  in  Colne. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE — ^EA 

Particulars  of  the  Health  Department  Staff  are  set  out  on 
page  2 of  this  report. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Bacteriological  and  pathological  exa-nlnations  are  carried 
out  for  Colne  Corporation  at  the  Central  Pathological  Laboratory 
at  Victoria  Hospital,  Burnley.  The  undermentioned  examinations 
were  undertaken  during  1956: " 

No.  examined 


Bacteriological:  - 

Milk  - Metliylene  Blue  Reduction  Test  31 

Milk  - Biological  Test  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  1^ 

Milk  - Phosphatase  Test  9 

Ice  Cream  12 

Water 

Total  70 

Pathological 

Faeces  specimens  6Z| 

64 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  AND  1951.  SECTION  47. 

(Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of 
care  and  attention). 

No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  under  this  section  during 
the  year. 


HOSPITALS 

The  Hospital  Services  for  the  Borough  are  provided  by  the 
Burnley  and  District  Hospital  Management  Committee  of  the  North- 
West  Regional  Hospital  Board,  and  action  is  taken  by  them  to 
secure  adequate  hospital  treatment  for  the  varying  needs  of  the 
people. 

The  general  hospitals  in  Burnley  and  district  available  to 
Colne  residents  are:- 

Hartley  Hospital,  Colne 
Reedyford  Memorial  Hospital,  Nelson 
General  Hospital,  Burnley 
Victoria  Hospital,  Burnley. 
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There  is  also  Grove  House  Recovery  Home,  Barrowford,  and 
cases  of  Infectious  disease  are  admitted  to  the  Marsden  Hospital, 
Burnley. 

The  following  Maternity  Hospitals  are  also  available: - 

Christiana  Hartley  Maternity  Home,  Colne 

Fern  Lea  Maternity  Hone,  Nelson 

Bank  Hall  Maternity  Hospital,  Burnley. 


THE  CHRISTIANA  HARTLEY  MATERNITY  HOME 

The  Christiana  Hartley  Maternity  Horae  and  Ante-Natal  Clinic 
in  Barrowford  Road,  serves  the  Borough  of  Colne  and  the  neigh- 
bouring districts. 

The  accommodation  available  consists  of  Ik  maternity  beds  and 
2 isolation  beds.  The  maternity  block  contains  2 labour  wards, 
sterilisation  room,  nursery  and  duty  room.  There  is  also  an 
ante-natal  clinic,  observation  block,  kitchen  and  laundry. 

The  accommodation  at  the  Home  has  been  very  fully  occupied. 

It  appears,  from  the  number  of  applicants  refused  admission  to 
fall  short  of  the  actual  need. 

Experience  has  shown  the  need  for  additional  single  rooms  for 
the  proper  n’orsing  of  special  types  of  cases,  e.g.  difficult 
labours,  post  eclampsia,  heart  conditions,  caesarean  section  and 
premature  births,  and  particularly  for  the  provision  of  ante- 
natal beds. 


PRiCMATURE  INF^WTS 

Premature  i.fants  are  retained  In  the  Maternity  Home  until 
their  progress  is  equal  to  that  of  a child  born  at  full  term 
pregnancy.  Thereafter  bi-weekly  visits  are  made  by  Health 
Visitors. 

Premature  babies  born  at  home  are  admitted  to  the  Maternity 
Horae  or  nospital  if  the  home  conditions  are  unsuitable.  The  mid- 
wife has  access  to  special  equipnent  maintained  at  the  Divisional 
Health  Offices  for  premature  babies,  should  It  be  necessary. 
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THE  ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC.  CHRISTIANA  HARTLEY 

maternity  HCME 

Sessions  are  held  bi-weekly  on  Wednesday  and  Friday  afternoons 
for  patients  seeking  admission  to  the  Home.  In  addition,  sessions 
are  held  on  Monday  afternoons  by  the  County  Midwives.  Relaxation 
cl6isses  are  also  held  at  Bank  House  on  Tuesday  mornings. 

The  Clinic  is  situated  to  the  East  of  the  main  building  of  the 
Home,  from  which  it  Is  entirely  separate.  The  accommodation 
consists  of  a waiting  room  and  sanitary  accommodation,  dressing 
cubicles,  laboratory  and  two  consulting  rooms. 

ANTE-NATAL  />ND  POST-NATAL  CARE 

Expectant  mothers  are  urged  to  attend  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics 
and  take  full  advantage  of  the  facilities  they  offer. 

Mothers  are  strongly  advised  to  have  at  least  one  post-natal 
examination  approximately  six  weeks  after  the  baby  is  bom.  A 
great  deal  of  unnecessary  discomfort  and  ill-health  is  borne  by 
sensitive  women  v^o  have  a mistaken  belief  that  such  suffering 
is  an  inevitable  accompaniment  of  childbirth. 

I again  repeat  the  need  for  emphasis  on  the  value  of  post- 
natal examinations.  At  the  present  time,  too  great  a difference 
exists  between  the  number  of  ante-natal  and  post-natal  examinations. 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


No  Maternal  deaths  occurred  In  the  Borough  during  the  year. 

TABLE  SHWING  THE  TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  BIRTHS  AND  STILL  BIRTHS, 
AND  THE  TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  MjITERNAL  DEATHS  IN  THE  BOROUGH 


DURING  THE  LAST  TEN  YEi\RS, 


Year 

Totals  including  County 
cases  and  other  Areas 

Borough  of 

Colne  Only 

No.  of 

Births 

No.  of 

Maternal 

Deaths 

No.  of 

Births 

No.  of 

Maternal 

Deaths 

1947 

741 

- 

422 

- 

1948 

657 

1 

357 

1 

1949 

602 

1 

316 

- 

1950 

396 

- 

278 

- 

1951 

397 

- 

278 

- 

1952 

367 

- 

259 

- 

1953 

369 

- 

262 

- 

1954 

380 

- 

251 

- 

1955 

367 

1 

240 

1 

1956 

380 

- 

256 

- 

CHEST  CLINIC 


The  Chest  Clinic  is  conducted  at  the  Marsden  Hospital, 
Burnley, 

The  number  of  Colne  patients  on  the  register  at  December  31st 


was  129  vlz:- 

Males 

Females 

• • « • • * 

Pulmonary 

55 

50 

Non “Pulmonary 

11 

13 

Total 

105 

24 

VENEREAL 

DISEASES  CLINICS 

This  service  is  also  provided  by  the  Burnley  and  District 
flospital  Management  Committee  and  separate  clinics  are  held  twice 
a week  for  both  male  and  female  patients  at  the  Victoria  Hospital, 
Burnley,  as  follows 

Males  ..  Tuesday  2 p.m.  to  1+  p.ra. 

Friday  5 p.ni.  to  7 p.ni. 

Tuesday  5 p.m*  7 p.m. 

Friday  2 p.m.  to  k p.m. 


Femal es 
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OTHER  SERVICES 


The  Lancashire  County  Council  provide  and  maintain  the 
following  services  which  are  administered  from  the  Divisional 
Health  Offices,  Reedley,  near  Burnley. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

Ambulance  and  sitting  case  cars  are  provided,  and,  where 
long  distances  are  involved,  arrangements  may  be  made  for 
conveyance  by  train. 

All  the  drivers  and  attendants  have  completed  the  County 
Council  Training  Programme.  Resuscitation  apparatus,  and 
other  essential  equipment,  is  carried  in  all  ambulances, 

CONVALESCENT  HOIE  CARE 

Arrangements  are  made  by  the  County  Council  for  the 
convalescent  care  of  persons  recovering  from  illness  who  are 
no  longer  in  need  of  medical  treatment. 


CHILD  WELFARE 

There  are  three  Health  Visitors  appointed  by  the  County 
Council  visiting  mothers  and  children  in  the  Colne  area. 

The  acconiraodatlon  at  the  Welfare  Clinic,  Bank  House, 
consists  of  one  consulting  room,  two  dressing  and  weighing 
rooms,  a kitchen  and  a large  waiting  room. 


SCHOOL  HEALTH 

Regular  examinations  are  made  in  schools  by  the  County 
staff  and  advice  given  at  the  various  clinics  held  for 
school  children. 
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CLINICS 


The  following  clinics  are  held  for  Colne  children. 


Clinic 

Where  held 

Day  and  time 

Artificial  Sunlight 

Bank  House  • 

Monday,  Wednesday  & 
Friday  - 9 to  10  a.m. 

Child  Welfare 

Bank  House 

Wednesday  - 10  a.m.  to 

12  noon  and  *2  to  4 p.m. 
Thursday  - 2 to  k p.m. 
(xDoctor  in  attendance) 

Dental 

Bank  House 

Tuesday,  Wednesday  & 
Thursday  - 9.30  a.m.  to 
12  noon  & 1.30  to  U p.m. 

Immunisation 

Bank  House 

Wednesday  - 2.30  to 

3.30  p.ra. 

Lip  Reading 

Bank  House 

By  Appointment 

Minor  Ailment 

Bank  House 

Daily  - 9a.m.  to  12  noon 

Ophthalmic 

Bank  House 

Friday  - p.m. 

Orthopaedic 

School  Clinic, 

Third  Friday  each 

Carr  Rd.  Nelson 

month  - p.m. 

Orthoptic 

Bank  House 

Fourth  Monday  each 
month  - p.m. 

Vaccination 

Bank  House 

By  Appointment, 

SALE  OF  BABY  FOODS 

Baby  foods  are  sold  at  Bank  House  at  the  following  times: - 

Foods  other  than  National  Dried  Milk,  Monday,  Wednesday  and 
Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Orange  Juice  Thursday  L to  5 P-ni. 

Mothers  attending  with  children  may  purchase  these  foods 
during  the  hours  the  Child  Welfare  Centre  is  open. 

Wednesday  9 a.m.  to 
12  noon 

2 p.ra.  to  5 P-iD- 
Thursday  2 to  5 p.m. 


National  Dried  Milk,  Cod  Liver  Oil 
and  Orange  Juice 
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DAY  NURSERIES 

There  are  t'-o  Day  Nurseries  under  the  administration  of  the 
Couiity  Council. 

The  one  at  North  Valley  Road  acco.-inodates  ’6  children,  and 
t..at  at  Haverholt  U9  children. 

Nev^tO'Mi  Nursery  School,  which  is  under  tne  control  of  the 
Education  Autnorlty,  accommodates  UO  children. 

Taese  nurseries  have  been  fully  occupied  during  the  year. 

CHILD  LIFE  PROTECT I^ 

(Under  Part  VII  of  the  Public  ileal th  Act,  1936) 

The  welfare  of  children  lias  long  been  the  concern  and  interest 
of  this  local  authority  and,  in  spite  of  the  powers  to  act  being 
transferred  to  the  County  Council,  the  interest  is  always  present. 

Information  of  cases  of  neglect  or  cruelty,  or  both  reaches 
the  Department  through  very  many  channels.  These  are  usually 
School  Nurses,  Health  Visitors,  Teachers,  Attendance  Officers, 
and  on  many  occasions  through  neighbours.  All  rumours  or 
reports  are  Investigated.  Namings  are  issued  if  necessary 
and  close  watch  is  kept  on  the  case  or  cases.  If  all  this  fails 
to  produce  the  desired  effect,  the  N.S.P.C.C.  Inspector  Is 
communicated  with,  and  he  visits  the  house.  Usually,  this  iias 
a salutary  effect.  In  all  cases  where  warnings  have  been  issued 
or  there  has  been  a suspicion  of  neglect,  close  supervision  is 
maintained.  Unfortunately,  it  was  found  necessary  to  bring 
the  parents  of  children  in  one  housenold  before  tiie  Magistrates 
for  neglect. 


CHILDREN’S  ACT. 

By  the  provision  of  this  Act,  certain  classes  of  children 
come  under  t ,e  care  of  t.ie  Children's  Deoartraent  of  the  County 
Council.  The  Department  is  responsible  for  children  who  are 

for  one  reason  or  another  deprived  of  the  normal  care  of  their 
parents. 


Tlie  children  are  cared  for  in  children's  homes,  residential 
nurseries,  hostels  and  foster  homes. 

INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  UNMARRIED  MOTHERS. 
ILLEGITIMATE  INFANTS  AND  HOMELESS  INFANTS 


UnnarrIed  mothers 


anti  children  are  catered  for  in  Mother  and 
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Baby  Homes  administered  by  Voluntary  Moral  Welfare  Organisations, 
who  work  in  close  co-operation  with  the  County  Council. 

ME34TAL  HEALTH 

A Duly  Authorised  Officer  and  a Lady  Mental  Health  Visitor 
are  available  for  dealing  with  mentally  sick  and  mentally 
defective  persons,  and  information  and  advice  can  be  obtained 
from  the  Divisional  Health  Office. 

HOME  NURSING 

Three  District  Nurses  of  the  Divisional  Health  Staff  are 
assigned  to  the  Borough  for  this  service.  Two  are  females  and 
one  male. 


MIDWIFERY 

There  are  three  midwives,  appointed  by  the  County  Council, 
practising  in  the  Borough. 

HOME  HELP 

Enquiries  for  home  help  are  referred  to  the  Home  Help  Supervisor. 
Tills  service  now  Includes  a scheme  of  nigjit  and  evening  help. 
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LIST  OF  LOCAL  ACTS,  SPECIAL  LOCAL  ORDERS^ 

GENERAL  .'^PTIVE  ACTS  AND  BYE-LAWS 
IN  FORCE  IN  THE  DISTRICT 

Colne  and  Marsden  Local  Board  Act,  1381. 

Colne  Corporation  Act,  1897. 

Colne  Corporation  Act,  1905- 
Colne  Corporation  Act,  1921. 

Colne  Corporation  Act,  1933. 

Lancashire  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Act,  1951. 

Local  Government  Boards  Provisional  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1/+) 

Act,  1903. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (Sections  17,  22,  81,  85, 

86  and  94.) 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Part  II  (Streets  and  Buildings). 

Housing  of  the  Rural  Workers  Scheme  approved  by  the  Minister  of 
Health,  12  February,  1929,  as  amended  by  Housing  (Rural  Workers) 

Act,  1942. 

Borough  of  Colne  (Offensive  Trades)  Confirmation  Order,  1932. 

The  Colne  (Fish  and  Greengrocery  Shops)  Weekly  Half-day  Holiday 
Order,  1946. 

Stationers'  and  Booksellers'  Exemption  Order,  1913. 

Closing  Order  for  Butchers'  Shops,  1921. 

The  Colne  (Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops)  Weekly  Half  Holiday  Order,  1939. 
The  Colne  (Food)  Order,  1950. 

BYE-LAWS  AND  REGULAT I ONS : - 

New  Streets,  1925. 

Bye-laws  with  respect  to  Common  Lodging  Houses,  1903. 

" " ” " Private  Slaughterhouses,  1908. 

Public  Slaughterhouse  Bye-Laws,  1933. 

" " (Regulations)  1932. 

Bye-laws  with  respect  to  Offensive  Trades,  1934. 

" " " " Fouling  of  Footways  by  Dogs,  1936. 

Bye-laws  made  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 

1938,  for  securing  the  observance  of  Sanitary  and  Cleanly 
Conditions  and  Practices  In  connection  with  the  Handling, 

Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food  and  Sale  of  Food  In  the  Open 
Air,  1950. 

Water  Bye-laws,  1955  and  1957. 

Building  Bye-laws,  1956. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER 

DISEASES.  - BACILLARY  DYSENTERY. 

An  outbreak  of  dysentery  started  towards  the  end  of  May.  The 
Matron  of  Newtown  Nursery  Informed  me  on  the  2nd  June  that  several 
children  were  affected  with  diarrlioea.  Faeces  specimens  from  11 
of  these  children  resulted  in  7 positive  to  shigella  sonnel  which 
Is  the  organism  of  bacillary  dysentery. 

Symptoms  of  this  Disease. 

An  acute  onset  with  diarrhoea,  fever,  vomitting  and  frequent 
defecation  often  with  blood  and  mucous. 

Mode  of  Transmission. 

By  eating  contaminated  foods  and  by  hand  to  mouth  transfer  of 
contaminated  material:  by  flies;  from  objects  soiled  with  faeces 
of  a patient.  Recent  research  carried  out  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  showed  that  the  bacteria  could  remain  active  on  the  seats 
and  floors  of  closet  compartments  for  10  days  or  more. 

All  schools  and  nurseries  in  the  town  were  visited  on  the  6th 
to  the  8th  June,  absent  children  listed  and  head  teachers  instructed 
on  personal  hygiene  for  staff  and  school  children.  They  were 
requested  to  arrange  for  frequent  cleansing  and  disinfection  of 
the  water  closets  at  the  school,  and  to  ensure  tnat  children  washed 
their  hands  after  visiting  the  toilets.  Visits  were  made  to  the 
homes  of  the  absent  children.  This  was  completed  by  June  10th 
and  all  children  were  accounted  for.  Fifty-three  children  and 
15  parents  were  found  to  be  affected. 

i 

A circular  letter  was  sent  to  all  doctors  in  the  town  asking 
them  to  notify  all  typical  clinical  cases.  From  that  time  onwards 
cases  were  brought  to  our  notice  by  notifications  from  doctors  and 
by  Information  frraa  head  teachers.  The  duration  of  the  outbreak 
lasted  until  the  schools  closed  for  the  summer  holidays,  only  5 
cases  having  been  notified  in  the  four  weeks  since  the  closing  of 
the  schools.  Cases  were  recorded  as  follows 

School  Children  Others 


Week-ending  9-  6.56 

53 

15 

" " 16.  6.56 

28 

25 

" " 23.  6.56 

22 

28 

" " 30.  6.56 

10 

10 

" " 7.  7.56 

7 

3 

Total 

120 

81 

Faecal  samples  submitted  to 


the  Public  Health  Laboratory  = 62. 
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All  affected  school  and  nursery  children  were  excluded  from 
school  for  a period  of  one  week  after  complete  recovery.  Severa. 
adult  contacts  v^io  were  school  meal  workers  were  required  to  stay 
off  work  until  negative  faeces  samples  were  obtained.  Full 
co-operation  was  given  by  these  contacts. 

Schools  and  nurseries  are  the  focal  points  in  outbreaks  of 
dysentery,  children  affected  taking  the  infection  Into  their 
homes  where  often  the  whole  family  becomes  Involved.  Education 
in  personal  hygiene  and  proper  facilities  for  hand  washing, 
particularly  in  schools,  are  the  main  preventatives  to  the 
spread  of  this  infection. 


VACCINATION 

SMALLPOX  - It  is  to  be  regretted  that  such  a large  number  of 
parents  do  not  accept  the  vaccination  of  their  children  against 
smallpox.  With  the  increasing  number  of  people  travelling  by 
air,  and  thus  getting  from  one  spot  on  the  globe  to  another  in 
a matter  of  hours,  the  chance  of  smallpox  being  introduced  into 
our  area  is  very  much  greater.  I would  strongly  urge  parents 
to  have  their  babies  vaccinated  as  early  as  possible  after  birth. 

TUBERCULOSIS  - Once  again  B.C.G.  vaccination  against  tuberculosis 
was  carried  out  on  children  who  were  13  years  of  age,  and  who 
needed  it.  The  response  was  better,  an;  we  hope  tiiat  it  will  be 
even  more  so  during  the  coming  year. 

POLIOMYELITIS  - This  year,  for  the  first  time,  vaccination 
against  poliomyelitis  was  offered  to  a selected  group  of  our 
population  - those  born  between  1st  January,  19L7  and  31st 
December,  195^4.  The  Introduction  of  this  scheme  caused 
considerable  discussion  in  the  press,  and  the  people's  feelings 
on  the  matter  were  very  mixed,  which  probably  accounts  for  the 
very  low  acceptance  rate  - only  20  per  cent  of  those  offered 
vaccination  accepted.  The  supply  of  vaccine  was  very  small, 
and  only  those  children  born  in  the  months  of  November,  194?' to 
1954,  and  March,  1951  to  1954,  were  vaccinated.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  supply  will  become  greater,  to  enable  the  remaining 
children  to  be  offered  vaccination. 


IMMUNISATION 

diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  - cllnloA  ror  Active  taunlse 
Ion  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  are  held  at  the  School 

ei  h'  Co-'l'lnM  imunlsatlon  against  whooping 

cough,  diphtheria  and  tetanus  Is  carried  out.  Once  again,  the 
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number  of  children  immunised  is  not  as  great  as  it  should  be. 
Diphtheria  is  a deadly  disease,  and  we  need  all  our  defences  to 
combat  It  and  to  make  sure  It  does  not  return  to  Colne.  The 
only  sure  method  is  by  having  all  our  children  Immunised  against 
It.  We  hope  that  in  the  coming  year  more  people  will  avail 
themselves  of  this  service  which  Is  offered  free  to  them. 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED 
DURING  THE  YEAR  193b 


NOTIFIABLE 

DISEASES 


Scarlet  Fever 

Wl^ooplng  Cough 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
- Paralytic 

Non-paralytic 

Measles  (excluding 
rubella) 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery 

Meningococcal 

infection 

Ophthalmia 

neonatorum 


Acute  pneumonia 
(primary  and 
influenzal) 

Smallpox 

Acute  encephalitis 
- Infective 

Post-infectious 

Enteric  or  Typhoid 
fever 

Paratyphoid  fevers 

Erysipelas 

Food  poisoning 

Tuberculosis:- 

Respiratory 

Meninges  Sc  C.N.S. 
Other 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

Other  notifiable 
diseases 


TOTAL  CASES  NOTIFIED 


Total 
cases 
of  all 
ages 


27 

16 


77 


11 


13 


AGE  PERIODS  - YEARS 


0- 


0- 


2- 


3- 


5- 


k- 


5- 


11 

7 


2k 


15- 


10- 


k5- 


15- 


25 

and 

over 


17 


65  and 
over 


Age 

unk- 

nown 


Age  Un- 
known 


Total  Cases 


TOTAL 

DEATHS 


158 


X 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

U has  not  been  found  necessary  to  enforce  the  provisions  of 
the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
1925,  or  Section  I72  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  with 
reference  to  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
employed  in  the  milk  trade. 

New  cases  and  mortality  during  1956. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Ibn-FUlmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-F^iLmonary 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Feraal e 

Male 

Female 

0 years 

1 " 

2 " 

5 ” 

10  " 

15  " 

20  " 

25  " 

35  " 

45  " 

55  " 

65  '• 

75 & upwards 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

11 

6 

2 

3 

1 

y 

i. 

J 

V 

V 

Totals 

17 

I 

The  notification  of  Tuberculosis  is  reasonably  efficient. 


There  were  no  non-notlfled  Tuberculosis  deaths 
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annual  report  of  the  chief  public  health — INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  I95j? 

Dr.  R.  E.  Robinson, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Borough  of  Colne. 

Dear  Sir, 

I have  pleasure  in  reporting  on  the  activities  of  the 
Department  for  the  year  1956.  Reports  and  tables  found  later 
in  this  Annual  Report  are  given  separate  comment. 

STAFF  CHANGES 

During  the  year,  Mr.  Milton  Stott,  the  additional  Public 
Health  Inspector,  left  to  take  an  appoinhuent  with  Burnley 
County  Borough  after  serving  this  authority  for  16  months. 

From  the  time  he  left,  6th  August,  1956,  it  was  found  impossible 
to  recruit  a successor  until  the  salary  offered  was  Increased 
to  a level  competitive  with  the  salaries  being  offered  by  many 
other  authorities.  The  post  was  advertised  on  three  distinct 
occasions  over  the  following  months,  and  it  was  not  until  the 
21st  December,  1956,  that  Mr.  Benjamin  Duerden  commenced  his 
duties.  During  this  period  of  almost  5 months,  I spent  over 
half  ray  time  on  meat  insoection  duties,  and  most  of  the  rest 
of  ray  time  in  keeping  a check  on  closet  coversions  and  complaints 
and  the  follow-up  visits  associated  with  the  serving  of  notices 
for  repairs.  In  consequence,  the  hopes  that  had  been  entertained 
at  the  commencement  of  the  year  to  visit  all  food  premises  in 
the  town  to  require  food  traders  to  bring  their  premises  up  to 
the  standard  required  by  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  were  foiled. 

At  the  time  of  writing  these  comments  the  threads  are  only  just 
being  picked  up  aj-ain,  and  the  main  effort  has  still  to  be  made. 

CLEAN  AIR 

1955  will  be  remembered  hereafter  in  the  Public  Health  field 
as  the  year  when  the  "go  anead"  was  given  by  the  Government  to  get 
on  with  Slum  Clearance,  and  for  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955. 
1956  will  similarly  be  a date  known  to  future  sanitarians  for  the 
Clean  Air  Act,  1956.  The  object  of  the  Act  is  to  reduce  by 
05  per  cent  the  atmospheric  dirt  over  our  towns  and  cities  within 
the  next  15  - 20  years.  The  Clean  Air  Act  nas  given  our  town 
Councils  the  power  to  create  smoke  control  areas,  but  the  success- 
u application  of  this  Act  does  not  depend  upon  decrees  made  by 
such  tow  councils;  it  depends  upon  an  enlightened  public  demanding 
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tiiat  the  air  of  our  towns  siiould  te  cleaned  up,  and  for  each 
member  of  the  public  to  be  willing  to  contribute  his  or  her 
share  towards  t^at  object.  It  is  too  easy  to  find  an  excuse 
for  shelving  this  responsibility  by  insisting  that  the  smoke 
from  factory  chimneys  is  the  main  source  of  atraospneric  pollution 
and  that  action  should  be  confined  to  these  premises.  They  in 
their  turn  must  contribute  to  this  problem,  but  the  householder  must 
not  shelter  behind  this  argument.  What  benefit  are  we  to  obtain 
by  our  efforts?  Can  we  reduce  the  yearly  toll  of  deaths  from 
respiratory  diseases?  To  .ave  air  as  fresh  as  that  at  the  seaside 
to  breathe  during  the  eigiit  'winter'  months  will  benefit  our 
health,  freshen  our  minds  as  well  as  our  bodies,  cut  dovm  the  cost 
of  cleaning  our  homes  and  buildings  and  give  us  greater  pride  in 
the  town  vie  live  in. 

TUBERCULAR  MILK 

Three  of  the  14  samples  of  milk  submitted  for  biological 
test  were  reported  "positive"  for  tuberculosis.  The  method  of 
sampling  Is  selective  in  that  all  these  samples  were  of  milk 
produced  from  non-tubercul in  tested  herds  of  cattle.  Considering 
that  there  is  a substantial  amount  of  raw  milk  from  non-tuberculin 
tested  herds  still  sold  in  the  town,  this  high  percentage  of 
"positive"  results  is  very  disquieting.  Only  when  the  sale  of  this 
raw  undesignated  milk  is  stopped  by  a "Specified  Area"  order  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  can  we  feel  content. 
Large  parts  of  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  are  now  covered  by  these 
"Specified  Area"  orders,  and  our  turn  may  come  within  the  next 
two  or  three  years.  To  complete  the  picture  it  must  be  said, 
that  over  the  last  few  years,  there  has  been  a quickened  tempo 
amongst  the  farmers  to  upgrade  their  premises,  change  over  to 
tuberculin  tested  cattle  and  produce  and  sell  designated  milk. 

PUBLIC  ABATTOIR 

Greater  use  was  made  of  the  Abaitolr  during  this  year,  with  an 
increase  in  output  of  747  cattle  and  3.396  sheep.  An  increase  in 
toll  charges  on  sheep  of  3cl.  per  head  slaughtered  was  effective  from 
July  1st,  and  with  the  increased  Income  arising  from  tae  extra 
animals  slaughtered,  the  Abattoir  is  almost  self  sufficient,  whereas 
two  years  ago  it  was  being  subsidised  by  the  equivalent  of  a two- 
penny rate.  The  prime  consideration  in  the  slaughtering  of 
animals  is  on  the  keeping  quality  of  the  carcase  meat.  This 
depends  on  various  factors  - the  proper  resting  of  animals,  the 
efficient  bleeding  of  the  animals,  the  hygienic  dressing  of  the 
carcases  and  tae  cool,  airy  hanging  of  the  carcase  meat  with 
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refrigeration  available  when  necessary.  In  only  one  of  these 
conditions  is  difficulty  being  experienced  and  that  is  in 
providing  sufficient  lalrage  accommodation  at  certain  times  of 
the  year  to  accommodate  and  rest  the  animals.  The  finished 
product  from  the  Abattoir  is  widely  recognised  by  the  trade  as  of 
a high  standard. 

May  I conclude  by  recording  my  appreciation  of  the  help  given 
by  all  members  of  tne  Staff,  by  your  continued  help  and  encourage- 
ment, by  the  friendly  and  helpful  interest  shown  by  the  Ciiairman 
and  Members  of  the  Healtii  Coamlttee  and  by  other  Corporation 
Officials. 


I am, 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


A.  PEARSON 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SAl^  I TARY  C I RCUMSTAI4C  ES 

l-’ATER  SUPPLY 


TOWN’S  WATER: 

The  town's  water  is  obtained  from  a catcranent  area  of  730 
acres  near  at  hand  on  Einmott  Moor  and  feeds  the  Laneshaw 
Reservoir  which  has  a capacity  of  75  million  gallons. 

The  reservoir  is  well  situated,  858  feet  above  Ordnance  Datum. 

Corn  Close  Borehole,  with  pumping  plant,  was  completed  in  1937. 
The  capacity  of  the  borehole  is  U0,u00  gallons  per  hour. 

The  supply  is  adequate  and  of  excellent  quality,  giving 
satisfactory  bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses. 

The  following  examinations  were  made  during  the  year:- 

(a)  Raw  Water  ..  ..  Bacteriological  Examinations  10 

Chemical  Analyses  U 

(b)  Water  going  into  supply,  where 

treatment  Is  Installed  ..  Bacteriological  Examinations  58 

Chemical  Analyses  8 

Chlorination  plant  installed  in  the  Laneshaw  Filter  House, 
during  19i+2,  treats  both  the  low  level  and  high  level  supplies. 

Filtration  is  carried  out  by  Bell  and  Candy  mechanical  pressure 
filters. 

Eight  samples  have  been  analysed  for  plumbo-solvency,  and  the 
analyst  states  that  plumbo-solvent  action  Is  negligible. 

Mains  extensions  to  new  housing  sites  have  been  laid. 
Reservlclng  work  under  an  assisted  scheme  has  given  Improved 
supplies  to  numerous  older  houses  in  various  parts  of  the  town. 

The  water  In  the  outlet  main  from  the  open-service  reservoir 
at  Bents  Is  re-chlorinated. 

Number  of  houses.  Including  business  premises,  with  piped 


supplies:- 

Direct  from  mains  8,2l;2 

Metered  Supplies  (Business  premises)  ..  272 


There  are  no  supplies  by  means  of  standpipe. 
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TEMPORARY  AND  PERMANENT  HARDNESS  OF  WATER 

FOR  C0LI4E  1956 

Parts  per 

100,000 


High  Level  - Temporary  - Removable  by  boiling  4.5 

n n _ Permanent  - After  boiling  ..  2. 7 

Total  _7i? 

Low  Level  - Temporary  - Removable  by  boiling  2.8 

w " - Pennanent  - After  boiling  1.6 

Total  U.U 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

There  are  approximately  40  miles  of  sewers  within  the  area. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  arrangements  for  sewage  disposal  are  concentrated  at 
the  Sewage  Purification  Works  in  Burnley  Road.  The  rebuilding 
of  the  Works  are  proposed  in  the  near  future.  Sewer  extensions 
have  been  carried  out  to  61  Council  houses. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

The  Lancashire  Rivers  Board  Is  responsible  for  the  supervision 
and  protection  of  the  rivers  and  streams  In  the  area  and,  where 
necessary  their  attention  is  directed  to  cases  of  river  pollution. 
No  cases  have  been  reported  during  the  year. 

CLOS  ET  ACCOMMODAT I ON 

There  were  68  pail  closets  and  41  tanks  or  privies  still  in 
use  In  the  area  at  the  end  of  the  year.  In  most  of  these  cases 
there  is  an  adequate  supply  of  water,  but  no  sewer  available. 
Conversions  to  the  water  carriage  system  would  necessitate  the 
provision  of  a septic  tank  and  filter,  but  due  care  should  be 
taken  before  installations  are  carried  out,  to  ensure  that  land 
and  ditches  are  not  fouled  by  the  effluents. 

The  conversion  of  91  waste-water  closets  into  fresh  water 
closets  ms  been  carried  out  during  the  year  under  review.  The 

Corporation  grant  of  £7  10s.  Od.  per  conversion  was  made  in  each 
instance. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  still  approximately  2,745 
waste-water  closets  within  the  Borough.  Their  conversion  Is 
the  greatest  outstanding  sanitary  improvement. 
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Conversions  and  additions  in  1956 


Waste  W.Cs,  to  fresh  W.Cs, 

• • 9 0 

91 

Waste  W.Cs.  abolished 

13 

Tank  Closets  to  fresh  W.Cs 

• 0 0 0 0 

- 

Pail  Closets  to  fresh  W.Cs 

• 0 0 0 0 

- 

Pall  Closets  abolished  .. 

- 

Additional  Presh  W.Cs.  provided 

49 

Water  Closets  abolished  .. 

4 

Various  types  existing 

at  the  end 

Of  1956 

t 

F.W.Cs. 

W.W.Cs. 

Tanks 

Pails 

Dwell Inghouses  ..  5191 

2720 

39 

68 

Factories,  Offices 

& Lock“up  Shops  916 

13 

- 

- 

Sunday  Schools  h 

Institutions  ..  138 

2 

2 

- 

Day  Schools  . . I4l 

- 

- 

- 

Public  Buildings, 

Offices,  etc.  ..  142 

10 

- 

- 

Totals  . . 6528 

2745 

41 

d8 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Refuse  is  collected  from  approximately  7>660  bins  at  houses 
and  other  buildings,  and  is  transported  in  four  Karrier  Bantam 
refuse  collection  vehicles. 

Refuse  disposal  is  now  carried  out  by  controlled  tipping  at 
Bunkers  Hill  Tip.  The  Refuse  Destructor  was  closed  for  the 
burning  of  refuse  in  April. 

A Salvage  Scheme  has  teen  in  operation  since  1940,  and  up  to 
the  end  of  March,  1957.  3,257  tons  of  material  at  a value  of 
£36,301  had  been  recovered  and  sold. 
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Kitchen  waste  is  sold  raw  and  Is  heat-treated  by  the  custcsner 
before  being  used  as  animal  food. 

Street  cleansing  Is  carried  out  by  a Karri er  Motor  Sweeper 
and  collectors,  workint-  on  the  "beat"  system  with  "Orderly"  trucks. 

Gullies  are  emptied  by  a Karri er  "Yorkshire"  Gully  Emptier. 
Septic  tanks  are  emptied  at  owners'  request  and  cost,  by  the  same 
means.  There  are  no  cesspools  to  be  cleansed  as  a rate  borne 
charge. 

Pail  closets  are  emptied  by  the  Corporation  at  owners'  request. 
This  service  Is  administered  by  the  Borough  Engineer  to  whom  I 
am  indebted  for  most  of  this  Information. 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


The  following  Is  a summary  of  the  2.913  inspections  made 
during  the  year;- 


Houses  re  defects  (complaints,  etc.) 
Clearance  Areas  with  Ministry  Inspector 
Houses  re  Infectious  disease  .. 

" re  dirty  verminous  conditions 
" re  tuberculosis 
Visits  re  dysentery  outbreak 
Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts 
" re  Corporation  house  tenancies 
Tents,  vans  and  sheds 
Drains  inspected  and/or  tested 
Sewers  " n « n 


Factories  with  power  

" without  power 

Workplaces  (general)  

" (offices)  

Smoke  observations  

Visits  to  premises  re  smoke  emissions, 
Dairies,  milkshops  and  milk  vehicles 

Bakehouses  

Ice  Cream  premises  

Fried  Fish  Shops  

Cafe  and  canteen  premises 

Licensed  premises  

Warehouses 

**  *•  ••  ••  •* 

Market  Hall 


etc. 


766 

2 

35 

20 

1 

177 

51 

55 

16 

368 

12 

31 
1 
3 
k 
76 
26 

3 

22 

15 

5 

32 
2 
1 
3 
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Pood  shops  - butchers  /i0 

" " - grocers  

" n _ greengrocers  I3 

" II  _ confectioners  7 

" n - others  7 

Premises  re  making  up  of  meat  products 12 

Visits  to  Public  Abattoir  1475 

Visits  to  private  slaughterhouses 323 

Visits  re  unsound  food 9 

Keeping  of  poultry,  animals  etc 6 

Farm  premises  re  water  supply  2 

Pet  shops  13 

Visits  re  rats  and  mice Ik 

Schools  23 

Public  sanitary  conveniences  hO 

Formal  samples  purchased  36 

Informal  " ” 30 

Water  samples  - bacteriological  k 

Milk  samples  - bacteriological  31 

n n - biological  I4 

» “ - phosphatase  test . . 9 

Ice  Cream  samples  - bacteriological  12 

Miscellaneous  visits  27 

2913 


ADDITIONAL  SPECIAL  VISITS 

Rodent  Operative:  No.  of  Visits  682 

Disinfecting  and  Stovlng  after  Infectious  Disease  - 

Houses  . . 27 

TABLE  OF  NUISANCES  RECORDED  AND  ABATED 


Number  of  complaints  received  256 

" ” informal  notices  served  121 

" " statutory  notices  served  33 

” " nuisances  discovered  3^0 

" n '»  outstanding  from  1955  ••  ••  77 

'»  » n abated  

n 11  n carried  forward  to  1957  ••  77 

T.F.CAL  PROCEEDINGS 


Legal  Proceedings  were  instituted  against  one  property  owner, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  9h. 
A Nuisance  Order  and  Costs  were  made  against  the  defendant. 


34 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 

Factories  Acts,  1937  & 1948 
FART  I OF  THE  ACT 


1 - Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Wri tten 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3,4,  and 

6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

51 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  incl- 
uded In  ( i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

144 

31 

1 

iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out  workers'  premises) 

4 

Total 

199 

32 

1 

- 

2 - Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which 

defects 



Number  of  1 

were 

found 

cases  In 

Particulars 

Referred 

which  pro-y 

!to  H.M. 

ivy  H.H. 

secutions  1 

Found 

Remedied 

< 

Inspector 

I ;.st  lector 

were  1 

instituted! 

Want  of  cleanllness(S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S,2) 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3)  

Inadequate  ventilation 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(S.4)  ..  .. 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

- 

- 

- 

- 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(S.7)  - 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

1 

- 

- 

- 

' 

■ 

defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

1 

2 

- 

1 

- 

sexes 

Other  offences  against 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

the  Act(not  Including 

JujSfk? 

Total 

__3 

3 

— 

1 

- 

35 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 


OUTWORK 


(Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature  of 

Work 

Sect! 

Ion  110 

Section  111 

No. of  out- 
workers in 
August  list 
required 
by  Sect.  110 
(1)  (c) 

No.  of 

cases 
of  default 
in 

sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

No.  of 
prosec- 
utions 
for 

failure 
to  supply 
lists 

No.  of 

instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
wholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosec 

utions 

Wearing 

apparel 

making, 

etc. 

23 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

RODENT  CONTROL 

Prevention  of  Deiraage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  " 

No.  of  rodent  operatives  employed  - one  (part-time). 
Action  relating  to  rodent  control  during  1956  - 


Type  of  Property 


Non-agrl cultural 

Agricultural 

Dwelling 

Houses 

All 

other 

(a)  No.  of  properties  in  district 

7216 

1008 

101 

(b)  No.  of  properties  inspected 

(c)  Total  inspections  carried  out 

71 

58 

14 

(incl.  re-inspections) 

(d)  No.  of  properties  inspected 

which  were  found  to  be 

infested  by: 

273 

395 

14 

Rats  - major 

- 

6 

- 

minor 

17 

2k 

9 

Mice  - major 

- 

— 

minor 

(e)  No.  of  Infested  properties 

51 

35 

treated 

(f)  Total  treatments  carried  out 

67 

56 

(incl.  retreatments) 

(g)  No,  of  "Block”  control  schemes 

69 

79 

carried  out 

9 

10 
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In  addition,  two  separate  sewer  treatments  were  carried  out 
during  the  year,  with  the  following  results: - 


Date 

No.  of 

manholes 

baited 

No.  showing 
preLal t 

take 

No.  showing 
complete 
prebait  take 

C 12/3/56  - 

191 

25 

17 

C 31/3/56 

( 1/10/56  - 

167 

16 

15 

( 17/10/56 

These  results  indicate  t’nat  the  rat  population  in  the  sewers 
is  being  kept  well  under  control. 

No  legal  action  was  taken  and  no  notices  served  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  19^9. 

TENTS.  VANS  AND  SHEDS 

Sixteen  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  this  type  of 
dwelling.  No  action  was  necessary. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 


There  are  no  registered  common  lodging  houses  within  the  Borough. 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

The  offensive  trades  carried  out  in  Colne  are:- 
Tanners  3;  Leather  Dressers  3. 

These  businesses  have  been  carried  on  without  complaint  during 
the  year. 

SHOPS  AND  OFFICES 

During  the  year  158  inspections  were  made  to  shops  and  U to 
offices.  The  prevailing  conditions  relating  to  ventilation, 
temperature,  and  to  sanitary  conveniences  were  In  general 
satisfactory. 

One  infonnal  notice  was  served,  and  3 informal  notices  complied 
with,  including  those  outstanding  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

Two  verbal  notices  were  served  end  15  verbal  notices  complied  with, 
including  those  outstanding  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  These 
were  mainly  concerned  with  the  display  of  Notices  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Shops  Acts. 


Arts  and  Crafts 
trushmaker 
Butchers 

Builders'  Merchants  and 
Fire-range  Dealers 
Cabinet  Makers  and 
Upholsterers 

Chemists  

C loggers  and  Boot  and  Shoe 
Repairs  and  Sales 
Confectioners,  Cafes 
Cycle  Sc  Motor  Cycle  Dealers 

Dry  Cleaners  

Fancy  Goods 
Fish  Friers 
Florists 

Furnishers  (House) 

Garages 

Gas  Appliances 
General  Store 
Class  and  China  Ware 
Greengrocers  . . . . I6 

Grocers  and  Mixed  ..  ..  114 


Hairdressers  (Ladies)  13 

" (Men)  . . 10 

Herbalists  ..  ..  1 

Ironmongers  and  Hardware  5 

Jewellers  & Opticians  3 

Ladles  and  Children's 
Ware  and  Drapery  . . 30 

Leather  and  Grindery  1 

Lending  Library  ..  1 

Music  Dealer  . . . . 2 

Needlecraft  & Knitting  Wools  2 
Newsagents  & Booksellers  22 

Painters  & Decorators  I8 

Pet  Shops  . . . . 4 

Photographers  . . . . 1 

Picture  Framers  . . 2 

Plumbers ^0 

Printers  3 

Sewing  Machine  Accessories 
and  Repairs  ..  ..  1 

Sports  Outfitters  ..  1 

Sweets  12 

Tailors  & Outfitters  9 


ANALYSIS  OF  SHOPS  WITHIN  THE  BOROUGH ’ 

1 
1 

34 
3 

3 
9 

23 

32 
1 

5 
2 

18 

4 

6 
15 

1 
1 
2 
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Tobacconists  ^ 

Toys  2 

Tripe  Sellers 1 

Wardrobe  Dealers  . . . • 3 

Wine  & Spirit  Merchants  ..  2 

Wireless  & Electrical 
Equipment  ^5 

467 

Vacant  Shops  40 

507 

Licences  were  granted  to  the  proprietors  of  four  Pet  Shops, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951- 

CAMPING  SITES 

No  applications  were  received  for  the  use  of  sites  in  the 
area  for  camping  purposes,  and  no  licences  were  issued  in  respect 
of  individual  caravans. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

Seventy-six  smoke  observations  were  made  during  the  year  and 
in  four  instances  it  was  found  necessary  to  report  the  existence 
of  a smoke  nuisance  to  the  management  of  the  firms  concerned. 
Twenty-six  visits  were  made  to  premises  regarding  smoke  emissions'^ 
and  advice  given  to  management,  and  engineers  and  stokers.  No 
legal  proceedings  were  instituted. 

Classes  for  boiler  operatives  at  the  Colne  Technical  School, 
which  have  run  continuously  since  1950,  were  discontinued  during 
the  winter  session  1956/57  due  to  lack  of  recruits.  The  1955/56 
session  was  confined  to  students  who  had  previously  obtained 
the  Boiler  Operatives  Certificate,  Two  were  successful  in 
obtaining  the  City  and  Guilds  Intermediate  Certificate  in  Boiler 
House  Practice. 


17 

76 

3 


96 

Grand  Total 603 


Market  Hall: 
Shops 
Stalls  . . 
Cafes 
Vacant  . . 
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INVESTIGATION  OF  ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

An  Atmospheric  Deposit  Gauge  is  Installed  on  a site  at  the 
rear  of  the  Public  Library.  The  results  of  analyses  of  the 
monthly  deposits  are  Indicated  below. 


MONTH 

Water 

Inches  rain 

Tons 

per  sq.  mile 

Total  Water 

insoluble 

Matter 

Total  Water 

soluble 

Matter 

Total  Solids 

January 

3.70 

5.00 

6.94 

11.94 

February 

0.91 

k.ll 

3.83 

7.94 

March 

1.53 

5.00 

5.14 

10.14 

April 

2.88 

6.26 

4.86 

11.12 

May 

1.57 

5.95 

4.18 

10.13 

June 

2.12 

5o65 

5.05 

10.70 

July 

3.82 

h.ll 

5.95 

10.06 

August 

8o35 

3.90 

6.47 

10.37 

September 

3.39 

5.51 

4.17 

9.68 

October 

2.13 

3.52 

4.79 

8.31 

November 

I.IU 

3.59 

5.00 

8.59 

December 

3.9i+ 

5.51 

6.64 

12.15 

Total  - for 

12  months 

58.11 

63.02 

121.13 

Monthly 

Average 

2.95 

k.8k 

5.25 

10.09 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS 


There  are  no  privately  owned  swimming  baths  or  pools  open 
to  the  public.  The  Corporation  owns  Public  Baths  and  Swimming 
Pools,  which  were  opened  in  1909- 

They  consist  of  the  following: - 

An  adult  swimming  pool,  children's  swimming  pool,  shower  and 
foot  baths,  with  dressing  cubicles,  sanitary  accommodation, 
and  seats  for  spectators.  There  Is  also  a series  of  medicated 
baths.  The  children's  swimming  pool  Is  closed. 

The  water  Is  frequently  tested  by  the  Baths  Department  to 
ensure  satisfactory  conditions.  Two  bacteriological  samples 
taken  by  the  Health  Department  were  satisfactory. 


ko 


DISINFESTATION 

Disinfestation  Is  here  taken  to  Include  all  Insects  and 
parasites. 

Private  houses  are  Inspected  and  disinfested  upon  complaint 
of  Infestation  from  the  owner  or  occupier,  and  spraying  and/or 
dusting  Is  carried  out  according  to  circumstances. 

The  following  treatments  were  carried  out  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors: - 


Type  of 
premises 

No.  of  premises 

No.  of  treatments 

carried  out 

Council  Houses 

2 

2 

Other  Houses 

10 

10 

Schools 

h 

5 

Bakehouses 

1 

1 

D.D.T.  preparations  were  used  In  all  cases  where  treatments  were 
carried  out. 


CORPORATION  HOUSES  - INCOMING  TENANTS 

Personal  effects  and  premises  of  prospective  Corporation 
tenants  are  Inspected  for  vermin,  and  treatment  arranged  as 
may  be  found  necessary.  The  following  is  a record  of  the 
work  done  In  this  respect: - 

Houses  and  effects  Inspected  for  vermin  ..  55 

Houses  where  vermin  found  1 

Disinfestation  treatment  carried  out  by  this 

Department  l 


u 

SCHOOLS 

There  are  16  County  Schools  and  1 Private  School  within  the 
Borough. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  County  Education  Authority 
have  provided  and  fixed  in  each  school  in  the  town  paper  towel 
containers  and  liquid  soap  dispensers,  adjoining  each  group  of 
wash  baslnso  At  our  request,  urinal  stalls  have  been  provided 
vvith  automatic  flushing  cisterns.  Additional  closet  accommoda- 
tion has  been  built  at  Park  Secondary  Modern  School.  Automatic 
common  flushing  of  w.c's  at  Primet  Infants  and  Junior  Schools 
has  been  replaced  by  water  closets  with  individual  flushing 
cisterns.  A new  water  service  has  been  laid  to  the  Lord  Street 
Infants  and  Oun.ior  Schools,  giving  a great  Improvement  to  the 
closet  accommodation  and  washing  facilities.  Plans  have  been 
sutmitted  to  the  Corporation  for  new  Sanitary  Offices  at  Sacred 
Heart  School  to  replace  the  obsolete  and  tumbledown  closet 
accommodation.  It  Is  expected  that  this  will  be  completed 
in  the  near  future. 


MORTUARY 

Arrangements  are  made  in  collaboration  with  the  police  for 
cleaning  and  such  attention  as  may  be  required. 


Houses  Flats 


25 

21 


27 

27 


1*2 

H n U S 1 N G 

N^ter  or  ne«  houses  erected  during  the  year:- 
(a)  Total  including  numters  given  separately 
under  (b) 

(I)  By  the  Local  Authority 
(II)  By  other  Local  Authorities 

(ill)  By  other  bodies  and  persons 

(P)  with  state  assistance  unde,  the  Housing  Act:- 
(i)  By  the  Local  Authority 

(II)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 

Total  number  or  Ne»  Houses  built  by  the  Local  Authority  under 
Various  Acts,  to  the  end  of  1956. 


27 


(1)  Housing  Act,  1919 

(2)  Housing  Act,  1924 

(3)  Housing  Act,  1925*  Part  III 
(L)  Housing  Act,  1930 

(5)  Housing  Act,  1936 


56 

442 

132 

390 

334 

1404 


1.  inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year:- 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  formally 

or  inforaally  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 

Health  or  Housing  Acts)  

(b)  Number  of  inspections,  formal  or  informal  made 

853 

for  the  purpose  

(2)  Dwelling-houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not 

capable  at  reasonable  expense  of  being  rendered  fit: 

(a)  Number  found  during  year  ^ 

(b)  Number  (or  estimated  number)  at  end  of  year  740 
(Including  55  unoccupied  houses  in  confirmed 

Clearance  Areas  and  individually  unfit  houses 
closed  under  Closing  Orders). 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  during  the  year  to 
be  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  but  capable  of  being  rendered  fit 


154 


2.  Clearance  Areas  (Housing  Act,  193^,  and  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act,  1954):“ 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  during  year: 

(a)  Unfit  houses  

(b)  Other  houses  

(2)  Number  of  persons  displaced  38 

(3)  Houses  included  in  Clearance  Orders  made 

during  year  35 


3.  Houses  not  Inclucled  in  Clearance  Areas 


No.  of 

Houses  Persons  Displaced 

(1)  Houses  demolished  or  closed  during 
year 

(a)  Housing  Act,  1936  - 

(i)  Demolished  as  a result  of  formal 
or  informal  procedure  {Section  11) 

(ii)  Closed  in  pursuance  of  an  under- 
taking given  by  owners  under 
Section  11  and  still  in  force 

(iii)  Parts  of  building  closed 

(Section  12)  

(b)  Housing  Act,  1949  - 

(i)  Closed  as  a result  of  closing  orders 


under  Sections  3(1)  and  3(2) 

(c)  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Act,  1953 
(i)  Closed  as  a result  of  closing 
orders  under  Sections  10(1) 

and  11(2) k 22 

(2)  Repairs  during  the  year:  No,  of 

(a)  Unfit  houses  rendered  fit  and  houses  Houses 


In  which  defects  were  reme^ ied  during 
the  period  as  a result  of  informal 
action  by  the  local  authority  under 
the  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts  125 

(b)  Public  Health  Acts  - action  after 

service  of  formal  notice  - Houses  in 
which  defects  were  remedied  - 


(I)  by  owners 21 

(ii)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  8 


(c)  Housing  Act,  1936  - action  after  service  of 

formal  notice  (Sections  9,10,11  and  16) 

Houses  made  fit  - 

( 1 ) By  owners 

(Ii)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  o/, Tiers 

(d)  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954: 

Houses  reconstructed,  enlarged  or  Improved 
and  Demolition  Orders  revoked  (Section  5) 

4.  Unfit  houses  in  temporary  use  (Housing  Repairs  and  Rents 
Act,  1954):- 

(1)  Number  of  houses  at  end  of  year  retained  for  temporary 
accommodation  and  approved  for  grant  under  Section  7 ” 


No.  Of 
Houses 


kk 

(2)  Number  of  separate  dwellings  contained  in  (1)  above 

(3)  Number  of  houses  at  end  of  year  licensed  for 

temporary  occupation  (Section  6) 


5.  Housing  Act,  191*9  - Improvement  grants,  etc.:- 


Private  bodies  or 
individ'uals 

Local  Authority 

Action  during  year 

No.  of 

Schemes 

No.  of 

dwelling 

houses 

or  other 

buildings 

affected 

No.  of 

Schemes 

No.  of 

dwelling 

houses 

or  other 

buildings 

affected 

(a)  Submitted  by  private 
individuals  to 

local  authority 

10 

10 

(b)  Approved  by  local 
authority 

9 

9 

(c)  Submitted  by  local 
authority  to 
Ministry 

(d)  Finally  approved  by 
Ministry 

(e)  Work  completed 

10 

10 

- 

- 

(f)  Additional  separate 
dwellings  Included 
in  (e)  above 

- 

- 

— 

HOUSING  CONDITIONS 

The  number  of  houses  at  the  year  end  was  7,31/,  including 
229  which  were  empty.  Approximately  10  per  cent  of  these  will 
be  dealt  with  under  the  Slum  Clearance  programme  by  1970.  The 
prevalent  type  are  terraced,  stone-built  houses  of  sound 
construction,  built  around  the  beginning  of  this  century,  and 
several  of  which  lack  modern  conveniences.  The  total  number 
of  municipal  houses  is  1,363,  predominantly  living  room,  scullery, 
3 bedrooms  and  bathroom  type.  Overcrowding  is  very  rare. 


The  total  number  on  the  waiting  list  for  Corporation  houses 
is  578,  viz:- 

No.  of  applicants  for  Corporation  flats  ..  207 

" " " " " bungalows  . . 10k 

" " " n n houses  . . 267 

Of  these  applicants,  105  are  at  present  sharing  houses  with 
other  families. 

Particulars  of  Housing  Schemes  in  hand  or  contemplated: - 

In  hand:  22  houses  and  2k  flats  - Byron  Road. 

6 flats  - Byron  Road. 


Contemplated:  20  Bungalows 


St.  Stephen's  Way 


inspex:tion  and  supervision  of  food 


ANALYSIS  OF  FOOD  PREMISES  WITHIN  THE  BOROUCM 


Type  of  Business 

No.  of 

Premises 

General  Grocers  and  Provision  Dealers 

118 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  (Including  those 

selling  wet  fish,  game,  etc.) 

20 

Meat  Shops  (butchers,  purveyors  of  cooked  and 

preserved  meats,  tripe,  etc.) 

39 

Bakers  and/or  Confectioners 

35 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

18 

Shops  selling  mainly  Sugar  Confectionery, 

Minerals,  Ice  Cream,  etc. 

15 

Licensed  Premises,  Clubs,  Canteens, 

Restaurants,  Cafes,  Snack  Bars,  etc. 

61 

Others 

17 

TOTAL 

323 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  195S.  SECTION  16 
REGISTERED  PREMISES 


"Type  of  Business 

No.  registered 

No.  of 

inspections 
during  year 

Fish  Fryers 

18 

5 

Ice  Cream  (Manufacture) 

3 

3 

" " (Storage  and  Sale) 

U3 

12 

Prep)aration  and  Manufacture  of 

Meat  Products,  including 

Meat  Pies 

39 

52 

TOTALS 

103 

72 

kl 

MILK  SUPPLY 

THE  MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1949  to  1954. 

No.  of  distributors  registered  by  the  Local  Authority  and 
operating  from:- 

(a)  Dairies  in  the  district  23 

(b)  Shops  in  the  district  other  than  dairies  43 

(c)  Premises  outside  the  district  5 

THE  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  (RAW  MILK)  REGULATIONS. 

1949  TO  1954: 

No.  Of  dealers'  licences  (including  supplementary  licences 
issued  by  the  Local  Authority  during  1956  in  respect  of:- 
"Tuberculin  Tested"  Milk  (Distribution)  ..  29 

THE  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  (PASTEURISED  AND  STERILISED 
MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1949  to  1953: 

No.  Of  licences  issued  in  respect  of  "heat  treated"  milk:- 

Pasteurislng  plants  Nil 

Sterilising  plants  Nil 

Retail  distributors 

(a)  "Pasteurised"  29 

(b)  "Sterilised" 50 

No  refusal  or  revocation  of  licences  for  graded  milk  was 

necessary  during  the  year. 

SAMPLING: 

(a)  Raw  Milk 

(I)  Tuberculosis  - biological  tests:- 

No.  of  samples  14 

No.  negative  11 

No.  positive  3 

(ii)  Methylene  Blue  reduction  test:- 

No.  of  samples  31 

No.  satisfactory  26 

No.  unsatisfactory  5 

(b)  "Heat  Treated"  Milk. 

(1)  Tuberculosls:- 

No.  of  samples  Nil 

" Pasteurised" 

(ii)  Phosphatase  test:- 

No.  of  samples  9 

No.  satisfactory  9 

No.  unsatisfactory ^^1 

(Hi)  Methylene  Blue  reduction  test:- 

No.  of  samples  ^^1 

"Sterilised" 

(iv)  Turbidity  test:- 

No.  of  samples  Nil 


43 

the  milk  & DAIRIES  REGULATIONS.  19ii9-5i4.  REGULATION  20 


Three  "positive"  tuberculous  samples  were  investigated  and 
Notices  served  requiring  the  milk  to  be  pasteurised.  In  each 
case  the  milk  was  produced  within  the  Borough,  each  producer  had 
a cow  slaughtered  and  the  respective  Notices  were  withdrawn 
after  seven  weeks. 

ICE  CREAM 

There  are  on  the  register,  3 manufacturer/retailers  and  L3 
retailers.  The  former  are  small  traders  supplying  their  own 
needs  and  the  latter  retail,  almost  exclusively,  pre-packed 
ice  cream.  In  addition,  there  are  2 motor  vehicles  frcm 
neighbouring  authorities  from  which  ice  cream  is  sold  in  the 
district. 

Fifteen  inspections  were  made  during  the  year,  including 
visits  to  the  three  registered  manufacturer/retailers,  who  all 
employ  the  heat-treatment  method  satisfactorily.  Six  informal 
samples  were  taken  for  quality,  all  beir^  genuine.  Twelve 
samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination.  Eleven 
were  Grade  1,  the  other  Grade  U.  The  manufacturer  of  the 
latter  was  given  advice  on  the  necessary  technique  to  produce 
ice  cream  of  a satisfactory  standard. 

THE  FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS.  1955 

A start  was  made  by  visits  to  all  the  cafe  premises  in  the 
town,  resulting  in  requests  for  additional  amenities  in  9 
establishments.  Factory  canteens  and  school  kitchens  were 
then  listed  and  visited,  and  improvements  requested  at  3 premises. 
The  scheme  came  to  an  end  in  July,  due  to  staff  shortages,  and 
was  not  renewed  during  the  year. 

CLEAN  FOOD  CAMPAIGN 

The  importance  of  cleanly  practices  is  stressed  to  all  food 
traders  and  others  handling  food,  and  no  opportunity  is  missed 
of  speaking  to  various  organisations  or  of  prominently  displaying 
clean  food  posters. 


FOOD  POISONING 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 


US 

HEAT  INSPECTION 

PUBLIC  ABATTOIR: 

Slaughtering  is  carried  out  at  the  Abattoir  by  the  North 
East  Lancashire  Meat  Wholesalers  Ltd.,  on  their  own  behalf  and 
for  any  other  butcher  requiring  animals  slaughtered,  at  charges 
agreed  by  the  Corporation. 

Improvements  were  carried  out  to  the  Abattoir  in  1951/52, 
additional  lalrage  provided  in  1953,  and  refrigerator  and  an 
overhead  weighing  scale  were  installed  in  1955.  Every  endeavour 
is  made  to  ensure  that  slaughtering  takes  place  under  the  most 
hygienic  conditions. 

PRIVATE  SLAUGHTERHOUSES: 

Two  private  slaughterhouses  are  licensed,  these  being  the 
Co-operative  Society's  Slaughterhouse  in  Stanley  Street,  and 
James  Pickles  and  Sons,  rear  5,  Market  Street. 


ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED 

1956 


Private  Slaughterhouses 

Public 

Abattoir 

Stanley  St. 

Rear 

5 Market  St. 

Totals 

Cows 

1,078 

- 

2k 

1,102 

Cattle  other 

than  cows 

2,1+01 

913 

203 

3,517 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

14,3i+0 

I+,860 

1,969 

21,169 

Pigs 

1,791 

1.303 

- 

3,091+ 

Calves  . . 

206 

5 

2 

213 

Totals  ., 

19,816 

7,081 

2,198 

29,095 

All  these  were  inspected  excepting  30  sheep  at  Stanley  Street 
and  UO  sheep  at  rear  5 Market  Street. 

No  cottagers'  pigs  were  slaughtered  on  farm  premises. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  WITHIN  THE  DISTRICT 

1956 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Slieep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

3,517 

1,102 

213 

21,169 

3,03k 

- 

Number  inspected 

3.517 

1,102 

213 

21,099 

3,094 

- 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci  - 
Whole  carcases 

condemned 

1 

8 

23 

6 

Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned 

805 

372 

383 

90 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 

affected  with  diseas 

other  than  Tuberculoi 

and  Cysticerci 

e 

3 IS 

22.9 

23.h 

00 

1.9 

3.1 

Tuberculosis  only  - 
Whole  carcases 

condemned 

1 

10 

2 

Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned 

180 

211 

59 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

5.1 

20.1 

2 

Cysticercosis  - 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

29 

1 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

51 


IMPORTED  MEAT: 

The  following  quantity  of  Imported  Meat  was  distributed 
from  the  Abattoir  during  the  year:- 

Total  Nett  weight  22  tons  Ik  cwts.  1 qtr,  22  lbs. 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  CONDEMNED 


MEAT  Ai®  OFFAL: 


PrcMi  diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis: 

Tons  Cwts.  Qtrs.  Lbs.  Tons  Cwts.  Qtrs.  Lbs. 
Meat  . . i 7 0 21 

Offal  ..  4 17  2 22 

6 4 3 15 


From  Tuberculosis: 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qtrs. 

Lbs 

Meat 

3 

13 

0 

1 

Offal  .. 

k 

0 

1 

16 

7 13  1 17 


Total  13  18 


1 


k 
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DISPOSAL  OF  CONDEMNED  MEAT  AND  OFFAL. 

Condemned  meat  and  offal  from. the  Public  Abattoir  and 
private  slaughterhouses  is  disposed  of  through  trade  channels. 
It  is  collected  twice  weekly,  and  is  used  for  the  manufacture 
of  tallow,  grease,  bone  meal  and  fertilisers.  The  meat  is 
stained  with  a green  dye  at  the  Abattoir. 

OTHER  FOODS: - 

A total  of  197  certificates  were  issued  to  cover  the 
following  items  of  foodstuffs  examined  and  rejected  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption. 

Tons  Cwts.  Qtrs.  Lbs. 


Tinned  soup  and  vegetables 

11 

3 

17 

« fruits 

• • • • 

7 

1 

17 

« meats 

• • • • 

3 

1 

2 

» milk 

• • 

• • • • 

1 

15 

» fish 

• • 

. * * • 

1 

10 

Frozen  liquid 

egg 

. . 

1 

14 

Stewing  meat 

• • 

. . 

17 

Others 

1 

6 

Total 

1 U 

0 

14 

These  goods  were  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping. 

ADULTERATION  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

The  Local  Authority  became  a Food  and  Drugs  Authority  as  from 
October  1st  1939,  and  the  following  samples  were  purchased  during 
1956:” 

FORMAL: - 

Milk  34 

Milk  - Channel  Isles 2 


INFORMAL: - 

Ice  Cream  6 

Lard  3 

Baking  Powder  2 

Butter  2 

Currants  2 

Dates  2 

Sultanas  2 
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Tea  2 

Concentrated  Orange  Juice  ..  l 

Grapefruit  Squash  1 

Mixed  Pickle  1 

Plum  Pudding  1 

Prunes  1 

Self  Raising  Flour  1 

Sponge  Pudding  - College  ..  ..  1 

Sweet  Pickle  "JP”  1 

Tomato  Juice  1 

TOTAL  66 


None  of  the  samples  taken  were  found  to  be  adulterated, 
and  no  legal  proceedings  were  necessary. 


5U 
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